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Covid-19 Bad News: Update and Analysis 
 
Recent research results were reported this week.  Covid anti-bodies fade over time 
and previously infected can infect again. That means "herd immunity" will never 
happen. If true this is a serious crisis for the world economy and how we do church. 
 
I read some very disturbing research results several days ago.  If these preliminary 
tests hold out in ongoing tests then we are facing a far worse scenario than anyone 
contemplated with regard to the prospect of returning to "normal". 
 

Over the past several months, there has been a tremendous amount of debate about 
almost every aspect of the COVID-19 pandemic.  People have been eager to debate 
about the severity of the virus, they have been eager to debate about the wisdom of 
the lockdowns, and they have been eager to debate about the effectiveness of wearing 
masks.  But the one thing that everyone could pretty much agree on is that eventually 
this pandemic would end.  Virtually all of us assumed that one way or another 
eventually most of the population would develop COVID-19 antibodies and that once 
we got to that point the pandemic would fizzle out.  Unfortunately, it appears that was 
not a safe assumption to make. 

Yes, those that have had COVID-19 do develop antibodies. But two new scientific 
studies have discovered that those antibodies start to fade very, very quickly. 

For example, a study that was recently conducted in China found that more than 90 
percent of COVID-19 patients experience steep declines in COVID-19 antibodies 
within 2 to 3 months. The study from China showed that antibodies faded quickly in 
both asymptomatic and symptomatic COVID-19 patients during convalescence, 
raising questions about whether the illness leads to any lasting immunity to the virus 
afterward. 

A large study from Spain showed that antibodies can disappear weeks after people 
have tested positive, causing some to question how possible it will be to attain herd 
immunity. 

A study published in the medical journal Lancet showed 14% of people who tested 
positive for antibodies no longer had antibodies weeks later. 

Such findings have implications for vaccine development, since the efficacy of a 
vaccine hinges on the idea that a dose of weakened or dead virus can prompt your 
body to generate antibodies that protect you from future infection. If those antibodies 
are fleeting, a vaccine’s protection would be fleeting too. 



Short-lived antibodies also diminish hopes of achieving widespread or permanent 
"herd immunity".  Like the mass immunity we all achieved when we got polio and 
small pox vaccines as  a child. 

If antibodies can fade in some patients within weeks, and if just about everyone loses 
them after a few months, that would render any vaccine almost completely useless. 

And if these findings are confirmed, we can pretty much forget about ever achieving 
“herd immunity”. 

Instead, we are potentially facing a future in which COVID-19 will be with us 
permanently, and people will need to understand that there is a possibility that they 
will be able to get infected repeatedly. 

In a recent article for Vox a doctor in Washington D.C. named D. Clay Ackerly 
shared that one of his patients got infected with COVID-19 again three months after 
being infected the first time.  Dr. Ackerly explained that other doctors are starting to 
see similar cases. 

If these preliminary findings are confirmed in the months ahead with more test results 
of previously infected COVID-19 sufferers who recovered and then later caught it 
again.....then we are in a different world altogether.  It means that COVID-19 is never 
going away. 

Now I realize that the mortality rate for anyone under 50 is extremely low if you do 
not have other problems like diabetes or heart disease. The most vulnerable are the 
over 70's.  But what is still to be determined is what does repeated recurrence of 
COVID-19 do to your health?  Does it eventually cause permanent damage and then 
death? 

The recent report in the Harvard Gazette showed that more than half of COVID-19 
patients have heart damage as a result of the infection, as well as the other bad 
symptoms like fatigue, lingering respiratory issues, loss of taste and smell etc.  How 
long will your heart hold out under repeated infections? 

Here is a headline Thursday this week from another article on the test results of a 
leader in the pharmaceutical world working on a vaccine... 

Bad News For Moderna: More Evidence Shows 
COVID-19 Antibodies Disappear Not Long After 
Infection 

"Following trial results released yesterday showing Moderna's vaccine candidate 
might not be safe for human consumption - apparently, the candidate caused 
"adverse" reactions in roughly 50% of patients who participated in a recent study - 
the dozens of companies, universities and governments working on COVID-19 
vaccine candidates just received another piece of disheartening news: A growing 
body of evidence gleaned from research into the virus suggests that antibodies may 



not offer protection for more than 2-3 months, for many people. Now, a study 
produced by researchers at King’s College London is showing recovered patients 
antibodies declined significantly within months of infection, raising the critical 
question of whether a vaccine could ever provide lasting protection. Moderna's 
vaccine candidate has shown the capacity to produce antibodies in test subjects, but 
it's still unclear exactly how much protection this might provide." 

I am looking at this new research coming out and the economic implications are 
staggering.  A long term future of face masks, social distancing, avoiding crowds, 
keeping away from people, fear of re-infection at all times.  No "herd immunity". 

Here is a coming chain reaction of economic crisis leading to economic collapse: 

The top 10% of households account for almost 50% of consumer spending. These 
households are older, and own the majority of assets --between 80% and 90% of 
stocks, bonds, business equity, rental real estate, etc. This is the demographic with the 
most to lose in returning to care-free air travel, jamming into crowded venues and 
cafes.  I and my wife are in that top 10%  WE are eating at home, we have no travel 
plans and we are saving and keeping distance from any possible exposure.  People 
like us are not going to revive the consumer spend economy. 

Meanwhile, the entire food chain of landlords, banks, shopping malls, sports 
stadiums, cinemas, restaurants, local government, employees, etc. depends on 
enterprises returning to 100% of 2019 revenues. As tenants stop paying rent, landlords 
default on mortgages, sending banks into insolvency, leaving  government with less 
tax revenues and employees with fewer job prospects. 

To a degree few appreciate, the world "recovery" from the 2009 financial collapse has 
been dependent on over-spending, over-borrowing and over-speculating: as spending, 
borrowing and speculation all pull back to what would have been "normal" levels a 
generation ago, the world economy collapses because it's become completely 
dependent on over-spending, over-borrowing and over-speculating. 

As consumers and businesses retrench, borrowing declines while defaults and 
bankruptcies eviscerate bank profits and balance sheets. As spending declines, 
businesses with high fixed costs and pre-pandemic business models (crowding people 
together in close quarters, etc.) cannot generate enough revenues to survive. As the 
collateral of commercial real estate and profit streams collapse, assets are repriced all 
down the food chain, reversing the wealth effect: as people feel poorer, they borrow 
and spend less, creating a feedback loop of lower valuations, lower spending, lower 
profits, lower borrowing all of which feed back into each other, pushing everything 
lower. 

The lower reaches of the financial food chain are already dying, and every entity that 
depended on that layer is doomed: the small business die-off will bring down 
distributors, banks, landlords, and employment, and as the this layer collapses then the 
top predators will starve to death as well: Big Tech, healthcare, higher education, 
tourism,  tax revenues, etc. 

Impact on the Church 



I don't see a future for the large mega-churches or for that matter your regular Sunday 
morning church. How do you do praise and worship with a mask on?  

Finances for common church going people are going to be decimated in this coming 
great depression. Like all other organizations church structures will have to downsize, 
lower overhead costs of building, insurance, maintenance, staff etc, 

Secondly, if repeated test results in the months ahead show that COVID-19 antibodies 
disappear months after you contracted the virus and you are not immune to another 
infection and in fact you can get repeated infections then the whole idea of COVID-19 
being a temporary wave of illness is gone, then who especially among the older 
generation are going to go to crowded auditoriums of hundreds or thousands of 
people? And in most churches it is the over 50 generation that keeps the local church 
functioning. 

What I do see is a return to New Testament church in the home.  That combined with 
Zoom or Skype connections mean that people can still get teaching and fellowship 
and probably more personal discipleship. 

The coming economic hardship is going to bring God's people closer to one another.  
There is going to be a lot of networking among believers in a city regardless of 
denomination.  There is going to be sharing with those in need.  There is going to be 
home businesses. There is going to be buying products and service from fellow 
believers who are part of spiritual networks. 

I see the five-fold ministries of the church especially pastors and teacher leaving the 
pulpit to do home visits and home ministry and teaching. I see far more personal 
contact and personal discipleship taking place. 

Here is an amazing that is going to happen.  God is going to use some of the most 
unlikeliest regular Christians in homes to pray for the sick, people who would have 
never thought while sitting in a pew in a large church that they would ever do 
"ministry" but they are going to be used of God in laying on of hands, in working of 
miracles, in prophecy, in teaching and counselling.   

I also see great opportunity for the church in the years ahead.  We can not only 
survive the hard times ahead but we can thrive.  The unbelievers are not going to 
thrive and barely survive.  They are not part of a caring community network. And that 
is going to be critical in the years ahead. 

As the economic space in the nation gets cleared out like a forest fire in an old wood 
clears out the dead trees allowing new growth and new life to emerge, so the 
economic landscape is going to get cleared of a lot of old legacy corporations.  New 
space will open for God's new entrepreneurs to build new businesses new enterprises, 
new networks of production and marketing. 

Isa 58:12  And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt 
raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The 
repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.  


